
 One: Beloved, know that in Christ, you are forgiven. 

  Open your hearts to God’s gift,  

  and find peace with God and one another. 

 All: Thanks be to God!  Amen 

The Peace May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.     

  And also with you. 
 

 Praise: Love the Lord your God 

(The church school children and staff depart.) 
 

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
Prayer for Illumination: 

Scripture readings: Psalm 145:1-8 
     

 One: I will praise you, my God, my Sovereign, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 All: Everyday I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. 

 One: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
 All: your greatness is unsearchable. 

 One: One generation shall praise your works to another, 
 All: and shall declare your mighty acts. 

 One: On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

  and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

  The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed,  

  and I will declare your greatness. 
 All: They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 

  and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 One: The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
 All: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Choir Anthem:  We Are Called     Hass, Hayes  
 

Scripture Readings: Philippians 1:1-11 

 One:  The Word of the Lord. 

 All:    Thanks be to God. 
 

 Praise: When we are living    630 (refrain in Spanish) 

WE APPROACH GOD 

Musical Prelude  A time to be still and know the presence of God  

Silent Prayer     
 

Call to Worship   

 One: Great is the Lord 
 All: And greatly to be praised!  

 One: The Lord is faithful in every word 
 All: and gracious in every deed. 

 One: Let us offer God all praise and worship. 
 All: Let us bless God’s holy name together.     
   

Prayer of Confession 

 Fearless, forgiving God; 

 Though we would call ourselves your servants 

 we confess that we have, too often, served only ourselves 

 we have squandered your gifts; 

 we have saddened your Spirit; 

 our single-mindedness grieves your generous heart. 

 Keep us from resenting your justice; 

 help us to understand the nature of your compassion; 

 urge us to new expressions of mercy and generosity 

 guided by your boundless love, 

 that was given flesh and breath in Jesus. 

 (we observe a sacred silence) 

 One: So may it be 

 All: So let it be. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

 One: What does the Lord require of you?  God has told us what is good; 

 All: Love justice, seek kindness, walk humbly with God. 

 One: That we might free ourselves to follow God,  

  we have been given Jesus; 

 All: whose life, death and resurrection draw us into God’s forgiveness. 
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Chalmers’ Life & Mission 

We welcome you to worship at Chalmers. If you are a first-time worshiper at Chalmers we 
reach out to you with hospitality and friendship in Jesus’ name. 
 

Please note that some fellow worshippers are sensitive to perfumes.  We ask that you 
consider keeping Chalmers scent free.  Thank you. 
 

The doors to our beautiful new Prayer Garden will be unlocked prior to and following our 

worship celebration.  Enjoy. 
 

If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer to Chalmers, please take a moment to fill in a guest 

card—available in the pew holder or from the welcome table.  Completed cards may be placed 

in the offering plate, or in the designated box on the welcome table or given to Rev. John 

 

Message: Guatemala: Go. Learn. Love. Amy Kemp & Abbey Poser 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 

A Time for Reflection Go out to the World                      Bob & Rose Marie Finlay 

Chalmers’ Life and Mission  

The Offering of Our Gifts    

Offering prayer, Prayers of the People  
  

 Praise:   I am the Church 
 

 (The church school children and staff return.) 

Celebrating with the children and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Praise:   Called as partners       587 

Commissioning and Benediction  

Choral Blessing:  When you walk from here 

Musical Postlude 

 

 This symbol is used to invite people to stand.  All songs and responses will be projected on 
the screens. 



Please PRAY 

 For ongoing healing for Edith Ladd as 
she rests and recovers at home. 

 For healing for George Smeltzer as he 
receives care at Parkwood Hospital. 

 For Daisy Herbert who is recovering with 
therapy in Parkwood Hospital.   

 For healing and strength for Jack 
Webster as he continues to recover at 
home. 

 For God to provide healing and pain relief 
for Dorothy Barfoot as she deals with 
health challenges. 

 For God’s blessing for Shirley Bakelaar, 
Ross Cole, Doris Doskas, John Gaskin, 
Maureen Gaskin, Martin McHardy, Linda 
McPherson, Margaret Middaugh and 
Eileen Reid. 

 May God bless and care for all the young 
adults who are heading off to colleges 
and universities and for their families. 

 For healing for Jules Mabondo following 
his cornea transplant operation 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) offering 
cards may be found on the table in the foyer 
with the Sunday worship bulletins.  If you are 
on PAR you may wish to place the offering 
card on the offering plate as it is passed as a 
way of participating in the offering of our 
financial gifts for the glory of God. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thanksgiving Preparations 
The Worship Committee will be placing 
Thanksgiving items in the Sanctuary on 
October 1st.  Donations of pumpkins and 
items appropriate to Thanksgiving would be 
welcome.  Please leave any items in the 
general office prior to October 1st.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Tammy 
McRonald. 

RAISE THE ROOF – 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  
Silent and Live Auction - Saturday, 
September  30 @ 7:00 pm 
We are looking for items for the upcoming 
Silent and Live Auction.  Items can include 
services, products, gift cards, etc.  - The 
options are endless!  A sign up list is on the 
table in the Narthex for donated items for the 
silent and live auction.  Letters are available 
for anyone to take to local businesses 
requesting a donated item.   Coffee, tea and 
desserts will be served.  We are asking for 
donations of baked goods for the dessert 
table for this event.  A sign up list is on the 
table in the Narthex.   
Bring your family, your neighbours and 
your friends.  Thank-you for your continued 
support. 
 
FINANCIALS:   Total cost of metal roof - 
$125,000 
Funds as of September 10- $63,672 
Donations received September 17 - $340 
TOTAL Donations received to date - $64,012 
OTHER DONATIONS PENDING … 
Memorial Fund Donation - $12,500 
THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
The fundraising team - Janet Bruce, Yvonne 
Daniel, Bob Finlay, Pat MacKay and Brenda 
Webster 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Speaking of Stewardship 
The ultimate test of a moral society is the 
kind of world that it leaves to its children. 
 -Dietrick Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), German 
Lutheran pastor, theologian and anti-Nazi 
dissident. 

September 24: Youth in action to end 
hunger 
Last winter, the compassionate Grade 4-6 
class at St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian 
Church in Cambridge, ON, took on 
Presbyterian World Service & Development’s 
Farming for the Future Sunday School 
Challenge to raise money for a program that 
helps food insecure families in rural 
Guatemala. At a bake sale at the church, the 
class made $350 in sales on top of the $400 
they raised through the collection of pop 
cans! The children donated the proceeds to 
PWS&D with the hope of helping vulnerable 
families get what they need to grow maize, 
vegetables and fruit trees for years to come. 
By working together, small actions can help 
families overcome challenges and build 
brighter futures. 
PWS&D connects Canadians to the needs of 
others across the globe 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Financial Report – As of August 31, 2017 
INCOME: 
 Offerings  $142,479.25 
 Rent & Other Income       8,074.11 
Total Income   $150,553.36 
 
EXPENSES:     
 Committee Expenses $   5,989.09 
 Church Building      38,046.25 
 Manse            805.00 
 Office & General       8,164.07 
 Salaries    109,739.78 
 Presbyterians Sharing     14,780.00 
 Presbytery Assessment       3,783.04 
Total Expenses    $181,307.23 
 
DEFICIT      -30,753.87 

Ride for Refuge 2017 
On Saturday, September 30, support 
Presbyterian World Service & Development’s 
maternal and child health program in Malawi 
and Afghanistan by participating in the Ride 
for Refuge—a cycling and walking fundraiser 
with locations across Canada.  To make a 
difference through the Ride for Refuge, start 
or join a team and register for a 10, 25 or 50 
km bike ride or 5 km walk in support of vital 
programs benefiting vulnerable mothers and 
newborns.  Visit WeRespond.ca/
rideforrefuge. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Blanket Exercise 
Canadian-Indigenous history: an interactive 

learning experience 

October 14, 2017 

10:30am—12:00pm 

Knox Presbyterian Church 

55 Hincks St., St. Thomas 

(use Mitchell Street entrance) 

Reserve a place (maximum 20) 

519-631-2414 before October 12th 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Sister Chicks on the Loose  
by Robin Jones Gunn 
 
This is the first book in this series and takes 
place, mostly, in Finland.  Penny and Sharon 
have been friends for many years.  Penny 
decides to take a trip to Finland to try to meet 
up with her only living relatives.  Penny is 
outgoing, Sharon—not so much, but Sharon 
agrees to join Penny on this trip of discovery.  
Their adventures are funny and they enjoy 
getting to know some new people, and 
sharing their faith with these new relatives 
and with each other.   
  Christine Hunter, Librarian 



AT A GLANCE: September 24 – October 1 

SUNDAY        Worship – 10am 
 Library Open – 11:15am 
 Tasteful Topics - 11:15am 
 Youth Gathering - 1pm 
 Stephen Ministry - 7pm 
  
TUESDAY Seniors’ Fitness – 1pm 
 Care & Share – 1pm 
 
WEDNESDAY  Knitting Circle – 1:30pm 
 Reachout - 7:30pm 
 
THURSDAY Supper & Movie – 5:30pm 
 Property Management - 7:30pm 
 
FRIDAY Seniors’ Fitness – 9am 
 Seniors’ Euchre – 1pm 
 Senior Choir – 6:30pm 
 
SATURDAY Live & Silent Auction - 7pm 
 
SUNDAY  Worship & Sunday School – 10am 
 Worldwide Communion - 10am 
 Library Open – 11:15am 
 Coffee Fellowship - 11:15am 
 Youth Gathering - 1pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday 9-3 
Friday 10-4 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 
Thursday, Sept 28—Movie Night 
Saturday, Sept 30—Live & Silent Auction 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS: 
Sept. 24:  Tasteful Topics - no coffee 
Oct. 1:   Worldwide Communion - no coffee 
Oct. 8: Gail & Don (McHardy) Leitch 
Oct. 15: Marilyn & Dave McFadden 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TODAY’S HOSTS:  
 Pat & Brian MacKay 
 Nathan Lewis & Winter Hales 
 Janice Hull & Jodi Lewis 
NEXT SUNDAY’S HOSTS:  
 John & Beverley Coy 
 Betty & Peter Longmore 
 Keith & Cathy Spooner 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS: 
Sept.24:  Leslee Johnston & Winter Hales 
Oct 1:  Dan Duffin & Hailee Daniel 
Oct 8:  Heather deHoog & Torry Thibodeau 
Oct 15: Leslee Johnston & Jackie Nathaniel 

Real Faith:  Are you between the ages of 

18-30?  Curious about your life, faith and the 

world?  Keen to connect with other young 

adults?  Join us!  Together we will explore 

some of the big questions and topics that we 

encounter as we seek to follow Jesus in the 

world today.  Real conversation, real people, 

real faith.  Led by Rev. Jeffrey, Rev. Mavis 

and friends.  To meet every 4th Thursday of 

the month 8-9 pm at Westmount Presbyterian 

Church. 

More information by contacting Jeffrey at 

519-472-3443 

minister.westmount@gmail.com or Mavis at 

519-631-2414 m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Canadian Society of Presbyterian 
History.  Annual Conference at Knox 
College, University of Toronto.  Sat. Sept. 
30, 2017 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.  Anyone interested in Presbyterian 
history is welcome to become a 
member.  Not sure about 
membership?  Watch for free via 
livestream.  This year’s topics include:  two 
Papers re: the Reformation – Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Farris talking about his father 
Allan’s perspectives on the Reformation; a 
study of Rev. Dr. Stanford Reid’s emphasis 
on the importance of Reformation studies; 
the Presbyterian College’s battle with Roman 
Catholics in Quebec in the 1890s; and the 
battle of a Nova Scotia congregation to keep 
its church in the wake of Church Union.  For 
more details, see:  www.csph.ca; or 
phone:  Ian Mason, Secretary (519-864-
1119) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thank you to all who supported us as we 
participated in the Terry Fox Run last 
Sunday.  With your help, we raised about 
$600 for cancer research. 
 John, Laurie & Jackie Bannerman 

Please join SWO PYPS (Southwestern 
Ontario Presbyterian Young People's 
Society) for a service at Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Mitchell on October 1, at 11:00 a.m. 
There will be a soup lunch hosted by Knox 
Presbyterian, Mitchell, that the SWO PYPS 
executive will help serve. At this time you will 
be able to receive more information about 
SWO PYPS and the retreats that they hold 3 
times a year in Southwestern Ontario. 
 
We are planning more pop-up events 
throughout SWO Ontario. We invite you to 
like our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/
SWOPYPS to keep current with our events. 
Also, we sure do like to come and visit 
churches. If your church would like to host us 
for a Sunday Service,  please message us 
on Facebook or email us 
at  exec@swopyps.ca.  
 
DATES FOR THE 2017/18 SEASON: 
Senior High Retreat: October 27, from 7:00 
pm to October 29, 2017, at 1:00 pm. (register 
through the Camp Kintail Website) 
Winter Weekend: February 9 to 11, 2018, in 
Hamilton. (watch for more details to come 
register through the SWO PYPS website) 
May Camp: May 18, 2018, at 7:00 pm to 
May 21, 2018, at 1:00 pm  (watch for more 
details to come register through the SWO 
PYPS website) 
 
Please let us know if you would like to be 
added to our email contact list, this way we 
will be able to send you current information 
about the Ministry of PYPS, events, and 
retreat information.  We are present on all 
social media and you are invited to join any 
of our pages; Our contact information: 
Website: www.swopyps.ca, Email: 
exec@swopyps.ca, Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SWOPYPS, Twitter: 
@SWOPYPS 
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