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November News! 
What’s coming in November?  

Simply—lots!  There’s a 

movie night, volleyball, 

Tasteful Topics, Christmas 

Potluck dinner, Dill Pickle 

Party (yep, you read that 

right!), communion, 

Profession of Faith Sunday 

and the beginning of Advent! 

And don’t forget about the 

Gospel Studies.  Every 

Monday afternoon and 

evening, you are invited to 

join with others to explore 

and discuss the Gospels.  

This is an on-going yearlong 

study, but everyone is 

welcome to come when they 

can.   

At the end of November there 

is also going to be a meeting 

for young adults from across 

the Presbytery to discuss 

forming some sort of group.  I 

hope some of our young adults 

will be interested and able to 

contribute. 

Built by FAITH,  
strengthened through WORSHIP,  

bringing HOPE to life’s journey. 
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From the Editor 

Last week, Synod was held at Camp Kintail.  The Presbyterian Church in Canada has four “courts”.  Session is 

the court of the congregation, where Ruling Elders meet with the minister (a.k.a. Teaching Elder) to discuss 

business of the congregation.  Sessions usually meet on a monthly basis.  Each Session sends one ruling elder 

and the teaching elder to the next level of court—Presbytery.  Chalmers is part of London Presbytery which 

includes congregations from St. Thomas, Dorchester, and Ilderton, and Presbytery also meets monthly. 

The next level of court is Synod.  Ours is the Synod of Southwestern Ontario and includes ruling elders and 

teaching elders from eight presbyteries.  Synod meets once a year.  The final level of court is the General 

Assembly.  As with Presbytery & Synod, General Assembly also consists of an equal number of ruling and 

teaching elders.  It also meets yearly. 

For various reasons over the years, I have had the opportunity to attend Presbytery, but last week was the 

first time that I was able to attend Synod.  The fact that it was being held at Camp Kintail was a definite 

bonus!  The food at Kintail alone is reason enough to make the trek!   

So Torry, Isla & I set off early Tuesday morning to get to Kintail by 10am.  Synod began with worship led by 

the out-going moderator of Synod, our own Rev. John!  The girls joined us for that and then scampered off to 

amuse themselves while we got down to business. 

One might think that a day and a half of meetings would be less than enjoyable, but I really had a great time.  

Of course the camaraderie of getting together with friends from across Synod does make things more fun, 

but I also really enjoyed being part of the whole process.  There were some interesting discussion and I came 

away feeling overall more informed about what’s going on in PCC right now.  I also really enjoyed the 

formality of the process.  Very like being in parliament (I would imagine) except with more manners.  

Everything must be directed to the moderator (Rev. Keith McKee for this year) and there were processes for 

making motions and amendments that I had never been privy to before.  Very interesting!  There was also a 

wonderful moment of appreciation for my good friend Spence Edwards.  He has been (under various titles) 

the Synod Youth and Young People’s resource person for the past 19 years.  As of the end of December 2014 

his position is being terminated.  I think this will be a terrible loss, but unfortunately that was decided at a 

previous Synod meeting.  However, it was still very special to be able to be at Kintail with him and to hear all 

of the wonderful things said about him. 

Mealtime was also a great time at Synod.  Torry & Isla, of course, joined us and they were so welcomed by 

everyone!  It was really great to get to talk to ministers and elders from congregations all over southwestern 

Ontario.   

Next year, Synod is being held at Chalmers.  It will be on October 16th and 17th (Friday & Saturday).  I’m 

really excited that Chalmers is getting this opportunity to host our friends from across the Synod.  Please take 

this opportunity to be involved however you can! 
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Photos 

In September, several members of 

Chalmers participated in the Terry Fox 

run at Western.  Not all of us “ran” 

but we still supported the cause! 

The Teens & Twenties gath-

ered for a couple of  camp-

fires in the late summer and 

early fall.  Thanks to the 

McRonalds for hosting us! 

After a wonderful week at Canada 

Youth 2014, the team returned to 

Chalmers and led worship at the 

end of September.  (We’re missing 

Yunesta from this photo because 

she was away at university and 

unable to come home for the 

weekend.  :(  
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More Photos 

The Baptism of Ireland MacKeigan, 

daughter of Rod & Robyn, sister to 

Jaxson & Sawyer, niece to Courtney 

Cronkwright. 



 The Women`s Gathering was held over the May long weekend and  Doris Tutt, Joanne Dickert, Marilyn 
McFadden and I attended from Chalmers. 630 people were at the conference which included about 3 men, 
some international visitors and over 600 Presbyterian women from across Canada. Compared to the first 
such gathering held 3 years ago, there was greater numbers and younger women were more represented 
with the youngest participant being 18. There were several 3 generation families there. 

It is always wonderful to attend a multi-day Christian conference, fellowshipping with people with similar 
values, singing praise together and having enough in common that meeting new folks is very easy. The 
worship music was led by John Bell from Scotland. He has a gift of 
teaching simple melodies by rote and through hand gestures and was 
able to split up our large group such that we were singing 3-part 
harmonies. The theme was ``Bursting Forth`` based upon Isaiah 35.  

The conference was both challenging and inspiring and I will share a few examples of both. Dr Samantha Nutt 
is a medical doctor who has a public health focus. She started her career with a job interviewing women in 
war torn countries to try to determine what they thought was the most effective use of limited resources. 

She was deeply moved by what she saw, including the extent of poverty, 
lack of medical care, and violence against women. She spoke of countries 
such as The Eastern Congo and South Sudan, where civil war and violence 
abound. Brutal rape and attack of women is common in those countries and 
it can be unsafe for women to do basic things like go get water or walk 
down a busy road.  This led her to start a charitable foundation called War 
Child. She reminded us that there is still far to go for women to have 
equality and justice and we cannot turn a blind eye. She reminded us that 
here in Canada, many aboriginal women are missing and a high percentage 
of First Nation women deal with abuse.  

Mr. Stephen Allen head of Justice Ministries for the PCC presented on the various justice issues that the PCC 
is involved in.   

There was a lot to celebrate as well. University Presbyterian Church is located in the Jane Finch area of 
Toronto, a high crime area. Newspapers in Toronto have labelled this area as “The worst place for a child to 
grow up” in Toronto. The church responded back in the late 90’s by starting a homework program for kids 
each week night. Realizing that children who are musical do better in school, they started offering free music 
instruction and access to instruments. Volunteer teachers are obtained from the nearby York University 
music program and Seneca College Social Work students volunteer in the homework program. During our 
conference they had a fund raising concert that featured children playing the piano, violin, and guitar, singing 
and dancing.  Their very talented teachers also performed, including several pieces with 8 hands on 2 grand 
pianos.  The church has outgrown its facilities and is fund raising for a new building, staying in the 
neighbourhood.  

Another moving story for me was hearing Kim Phuc speak. There is a famous newspaper photo from 1972 
that shows a  young girl running away from Napon bombs in her village in Vietnam, with a look of pain and 
horror on her face. She was badly burned and required over 10 surgeries and suffered intense physical and 
emotional pain. Then her country controlled her life, using her to speak to journalists and prevented her 
from pursuing the university course she desired. She was allowed to study abroad in Cuba, a communist 
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Women’s Gathering 2014 by Debbie Kemp 



country, where she had regular meetings with her monitors. On the way back from her honeymoon in 
Moscow (not her choice of a destination!), their plane stopped for an hour in 
Gander Newfoundland and she defected to Canada.  She became a Christian 
around that time. Most of her story was about how God helped her to forgive 
her enemies including those who caused her pain and suffering. It was a moving 
story. She used an object lesson, telling us that her heart was black with hate, 
bitterness and anger,  like a clear mug full of black coffee but gradually she let 
go of these bad feelings until her heart was clear (like water) and she was able 
to pray for her enemies. It was powerfully moving to hear her speak.  

Doris, Joanne, Marilyn and I thoroughly enjoyed our time together and our time with new friends.  God 
definitely had a plan for us at the Gathering to meet people that touched our lives. Each meal we met and 
talked with women from around the world.  Karen Hurst entertained us all each time she spoke to us as the 
Master of Ceremonies. We all attended various sessions and then regrouped to share our experiences with 
each other.  This was a time with good friends and a time for spiritual renewal.  At the moment, there is a 
plan for another Women's Gathering in 3 years. Think about attending! 

Debbie Kemp with input from Marilyn McFadden, Joanne Dickert and Doris Tutt. 
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Women’s Gathering 2014 Cont. 
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Youth News 

I have two events that I’d love to tell you about… but I can’t.  I don’t want to spoil the surprise for the 

congregation.  Both of them are going to be lots of fun for us and for the congregation so stay tuned!  I’ll 

send you all a more private message—lol! 

Don’t Miss: 

 Volleyball—Friday, November 14th @ 7pm—White Oaks Public School 

 Youth Lunch—Sunday, November 23rd @ 11:30am 

 Young Adult Gathering—Thursday, November 27th @ 7pm 

Shh, it’s a surprise! 

Youth Lunch 

We haven’t had lunch together in a while—we’ve been too busy with so many other activities—but we’d like 

to have one this month.  Although we’ve had lots of activities going on and we’ve gotten to see most of you, 

lunch after worship seems to be a good way to get many of you together at the same time.  I really hope that 

as many of you as possible will make the effort to join us!  You know it’s always good food. 
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SYNOD—From a Kid’s Point of View by Torry T. 

Going to Synod at Camp Kintail was really fun. I had so much fun being at Kintail and seeing the stars, and 

meeting all the ministers and other people. In the mornings I and my sister, Isla, would come to the 

McDonald Lodge and have breakfast, which was super good and then go to worship, led by Rev. John and 

Theresa. After that, the adults would all do stuff (we didn’t know what) in the Lodge and we would play in 

the staff lounge until lunch. (Truth be told, it 

was pretty boring, but there was fun later.) At 

lunch, there was spectacular food (like 

breakfast). Then we went back into the staff 

lounge until the adults had to go to see a 

speaker in Harmony House/McKay Hall, who 

looked like Sheldon from Big Bang Theory. Then 

we had supper, which was the only meal that 

has dessert, and then the speaker spoke again 

in McDonald Lodge, while I and Isla went to 

the cabin to get unpacked. Then mum 

came back and we got settled and read books 

until bedtime. Then we went to sleep and 

halfway through the night, my sister woke up to find that her sleeping bag had fallen off her bunk! (She was 

on top of my bunk.) Then a moth landed on my mother’s iPad, and she squished it, and then we all needed 

to go to the bathroom. When we walked outside, in the forest (We were in the cabin Evergreen) it was pitch 

black unless we brought a flashlight. We could see the stars on the path and it was so cool being able to see 

all the stars. We had a really fun time at Synod!  





http://www.chalmerslondon.com/church_calendar.htm 
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Last Laugh! 


