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Here Comes December! 
December is always such a 

busy and yet exciting time of 

the year.  Within your own 

busy schedule, I hope you’ll 

have time to join us for some 

of the special services and 

activities we have planned at 

Chalmers.  Starting at the end 

of November, we have the 

Christmas Potluck followed 

by an Old-Fashioned Hymn 

Sing.  The next day is the 

first Sunday of Advent and 

also the first week of 

Communicants’ Classes for 

the youth.  December 7th 

will be the day that we 

“Share the Light of Jesus” by 

decorating the exterior of 

Chalmers.  The Second Sunday 

in Advent will be White Gift 

Sunday.  The Third Sunday will 

have the Reachout singers 

leading worship.  And of 

course we can’t forget our two 

Christmas Eve service! 

Built by FAITH,  
strengthened through WORSHIP,  

bringing HOPE to life’s journey. 

I know that not everyone is on Facebook, and I know that not 

everyone wants to be on Facebook, and I know some people 

hate Facebook and trust me, I can respect that!  BUT, if you are 

on Facebook, I really encourage you to check out the Chalmers 

Presbyterian Church Ministries Group.  This is a GROUP, not a 

PAGE which means that it is private—you can only join with 

permission—at least as private as anything with 97 members 

can be.  But it’s a great place for discussion about things at 

Chalmers, sharing articles about faith, posting pictures of 

things going on at Chalmers and keeping up-to-date.  I’ve real-

ly been enjoying some of the articles shared recently so I’d like 

to encourage you to check it out! 

Join Us! 
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    Letter from the Editor by Lizz Thibodeau 

 Last month, I encouraged as many people as possible to attend either John Roberto or 

Rodger Nishioka’s presentations (or if you’re die-hard, both!) 

 There were many excellent points made in both presentations and I wish that I could 

bottle them both up and share them with Chalmers, but if there is only one thing that I can share, 

it was a lesson from Rodger Nishioka.   

 To begin, a little introduction.  Rodger Nishioka is a professor of Christian Education at 

Columbia Theological Seminary in Georgia.  His particular passion is for building youth and 

young adult ministries.  I have heard Rodger speak four times now and he just fills me with hope 

and inspiration each time.  However, the biggest thing that I took away from his presentation this 

time actually had little to do with youth and young adult ministries.   

 He began his presentation by asking us why people stay at a church.  Imagine that 

someone comes to Chalmers on a Sunday morning to see what it’s like.  What is the number one 

thing that is going to encourage them to come back to Chalmers again?  There were many 

different things that the audience suggested: inspiring preaching, comfortable pews, a focus on 

scripture, lots of young people, a variety of activities to get involved in, a praise band, no praise 

band, etc.  In fact none of these was the right answer.  The answer was warmth.  Not the 

temperature of the building (although that would be a great reason to contribute to our HVAC 

fund!), but the warmth of the people.  And this was measured in one very simple way: how many 

people spoke to them.  Unfortunately, there’s a catch.  This doesn’t include greeters—greeters 

are very important and do a valuable job, but they don’t indicate the warmth of the 

congregation.  And this doesn’t necessarily include the passing of the peace.  What counts as 

“warmth” is that people made a genuine effort to speak to them, to welcome them.  So passing 

the peace does count if it goes beyond a simple repetition of a phrase.  In the same way, I think 

greeters could also count if they went out of their way to welcome new people and perhaps 

introduced them to someone in the congregation who could help them feel comfortable.  But 

beyond that, the message is clear:  Each one of us needs to be aware of new people around us 

and welcome them as Christ would.  This is not a false-front that we put on or an act to increase 

membership.  This is a heartfelt welcome into Christ’s family and an expression of  joy that they 

have chosen Chalmers as their place of worship, even if only for one day. 

 Here’s a nice bonus in this—age doesn’t matter!  Teens can welcome seniors, Boomers 

can talk to Generation Xers, there is no rule that you need to stick to your own age group! 

 And what if you accidentally (as I have done) welcome someone who is not new, but has 

actually been worshipping at Chalmers for a while?  Well then it’s about time you met each 

other, isn’t it!   
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Tasteful Topics—Viva L’Italia 

Our Men’s Breakfasts have 

evolved over the past few years 

to include the whole 

congregation and sometimes be 

held at lunch so it was decided 

that a new name was in order.  

Tasteful Topics won the day.  

Here are some photos from this 

month’s luncheon with Rev. John 

& Laurie speaking about their 

recent trip to Italy. 



Stretch Your Food Budget

Saturday, November 30th 9:30am – 12:30 pm

No charge, Lunch provided

Call Joanne to pre-register by Nov. 27th

White Gift Sunday
December 8th

Bring a non-perishable food item 

(wrapped in white) 

to donate to the Care & Share.
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Scavenger Hunt 

 

Introduction by Lizz Thibodeau 

For school, Torry was asked to write a recount of something exciting that she did in the month of 

November.  When I came upstairs and saw what she had written on the computer, I asked her if I 

could include it in the newsletter.  Here is a child’s perspective of what happened at Chalmers 

on Sunday, November  17th. 

An Exciting Sunday by Torry Thibodeau 

On Sunday November 17th, I received my own bible at church 
because in grade 3, you receive a bible. First me, my mum, 
Nana and Papa all went up to the front of the church. Isla 
and Daddy came and sat in the front pew. All the families 
stood in a big semi–circle and Kerry brought the bible up to 
the front. Then some of the children got their bibles. Next, I 
was called forward and received my bible. I got a (very de-
scriptive) NIV Adventure Bible for myself. Then the last chil-
dren received their bibles. Next everyone in the congregation 
gave us a round of applause. Finally we sat down and finished 
the service. It was an exciting Sunday.  

Celebrating Advent 
I wanted to include some sort of activities that families could have fun with during advent so I 

went to the PCC website (Presbyterian Church in Canada) and found the article on the follow-

ing pages.  I hope you enjoy. 

The Glen Cairn Resource Centre organized a Scavenger Hunt at 

White Oaks mall so the Chalmers youth entered a team.  It was 

very well set up and the youth had a lot of fun while the store 

owners and other patrons were not at all disturbed by the hunt.  

One question involved finding the most expensive item in the 

mall—a necklace costing over $33,000!!!  The hunt ended with a 

pizza lunch in the food court, provided by GCRC.  Our team did 

their best and earned a second place finish! 

With the great success of this event, GCRC has suggested that 

they might run another one in the spring—let’s hope so!  What a 

fun day. 









Sharing the Light of Jesus
Join us on Saturday, December 7th

from 9-11am to help light up 
Chalmers.
We are looking for:
• Volunteers to help decorate
• Donated strands of lights
• Extension cords
• Other outside decorations
Please sign up in the narthex.
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Grab a Book by Christine Hunter 

Here we come a carolling……….. 

Christmas is just around the corner!   The stores are play-

ing Christmas music, Santa is in his place at the malls, and 

folks are starting to get their Christmas decorations up.   

But what about some Christmas reading and viewing?  

What about telling our little ones (and not-so-little ones) 

the true meaning of Christmas?   I always used to enjoy 

sitting down with my children at this time of year and 

watching the Christmas shows …… and my favourite, I 

must confess, was “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”!   Oh it was the original, but I loved the fact 

that Christmas came anyway – even if the Grinch took away all the things that folks think make it 

a good Christmas.   And hopefully this helped my little ones realize that Christmas was more 

than gifts, more than Santa and more than turkey and plum pudding!  Christmas was a time to 

celebrate the birth of our Saviour in that little manger in Bethlehem. 

Check out all the Christmas books and videos (sorry I have no Christmas DVDs).  They are on 

the reading table in the library.    Make this a Christmas to remember for your children – and 

that will also make it a Christmas to remember for the parents too. 

Blessings, Christine Hunter, Librarian 



Join us on Saturday, November 30th at 6pm.  Bring a 
salad, a main dish OR a dessert and don’t forget to 

double your recipe!
Please sign up in the narthex.

OLD FASHIONED

Hymn Sing
Saturday, November 30th @ 7pm

(Join us for the Christmas Potluck at 6pm)



I’m absolutely sure that there will be changes to the calendar this month so please 

keep up to date on the church website: 

http://www.chalmerslondon.com/church_calendar.htm 
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Last Laugh! 


