WE APPROACH GOD
Musical Prelude

All:

A time to be still and know the presence of God

Silent Prayer
Call to Worship

Living Faith 10.1

One: God has prepared for us things beyond our imagining.
All:
Our hope is for a renewed world
and for fullness of life in the age to come.
One: As Jesus taught us, we pray:
All:
“Thy kingdom come.”
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
Declaration of Pardon
The Peace
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
 Praise:

Here I am to worship
(The church school children and staff depart.)

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture reading:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Psalm 78:1-7

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
things that we have heard and known,
that our ancestors have told us.
One: We will not hide them from their children;
All:
we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord,
And the mighty wonders that God has done.
One: The Lord established a decree in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel,
which God commanded our ancestors to teach to their children;

that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn,
and rise up and tell them to their children,
so that they should set their hope in God,
and not forget the works of God, but keep God’s commandments.

Choir Anthem:

Shall We Gather at the River / John Carter

Scripture Readings: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13
One:
All:
 Praise:
Sermon:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Let Christian faith and hope dispel

Our Hope in Christ

368

WE RESPOND TO GOD
A Time for Reflection

Malembe / Joseph Kabemba

Senior Choir

Chalmers’ Life and Mission
The Offering of Our Gifts

We give thee but thine own

661 (1-2)

Offering prayer & Prayers of the People
With faith, hope and love we give these gifts of money as we worship you,
God of grace and God of hope. By our prayers, praise and presence may we
bring your living hope to life’s journey, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Praise:

Everyone needs a little
(The church school children and staff return.)

Celebrating with the Children and The Lord’s Prayer

 Praise:

O God, our help in ages past
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Commissioning and Benediction
Choral Amen
Musical Postlude
 This symbol is used to invite people to stand. All songs and responses will be projected on the
screens.

CHALMERS’ LIFE & MISSION
We welcome you to worship at Chalmers. If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer to Chalmers
we reach out to you with hospitality and friendship in Jesus’ name. Please take a moment to
fill in a guest card—available in the pew holder or from the welcome table. Completed cards
may be placed in the offering plate, in the designated box on the welcome table, or given to
Rev. John.

Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Worship Celebration
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 12th, 2017—10:00 am

There will be a time of refreshments and fellowship in the lower hall. The striped mugs at
coffee hour are for visitors. Please help our visitors feel welcome.

Please note that some fellow worshippers are sensitive to perfumes. We ask that you
consider keeping Chalmers scent free. Thank you.

AT A GLANCE: November 12 – 19

UPCOMING DATES:
Sunday, Nov 12 & 19 - Youth Gatherings
Saturday, Nov 18 - St. Andrew’s Concert
Sunday, Nov 19 - Tasteful Topics
Friday, Nov 24 - Volleyball
Saturday, Nov 25 - Christmas Potluck
Sunday, Nov 26 - Soup’er Sunday
Sunday, Nov 26 - Healing & Reconciliation

SUNDAY

Worship – 10am
Library Open – 11:15am
Coffee Fellowship - 11:15am
Junior Choir - 11:30am
Youth Gathering - 1pm

MONDAY

Movie Night – 7pm
Ukes of London – 7pm

TUESDAY

Care & Share - 1pm
Seniors’ Fitness – 1pm

W EDNESDAY

Knitting Circle – 1:30pm
Reachout - 7:30pm

FRIDAY

Seniors’ Fitness – 9am
Seniors’ Euchre – 1pm
Senior Choir - 6:30pm

SATURDAY

St. Andrew’s Concert - 2pm

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS:

SUNDAY

Worship – 10am
Library Open – 11:15am
Tasteful Topics - 11:15am
Junior Choir - 11:30am
Youth Gathering - 1pm

Nov 12: Keith & Phyllis Johnston
Nov 19: Tasteful Topics
Nov 26: Soup’er Sunday
Dec 3: Cathy & Charles McCartney

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 9-3
Friday 10-4

TODAY’S HOSTS:
Gail & Don Leitch
Linda Powers & Irene Thayer
Roy Young & Ann Hunter

NEXT SUNDAY’S HOSTS:
Todd & Brenda Webster
Doug & Janet Bruce
Dennis Smedley & Karen Dutton

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS:
Nov 12: Wanda MacKay & Joycie Nathaniel
Nov 19: Leslee Johnston & Kirstyn Maxwell
Nov 26: Marilyn McFadden & Hailee D-K
Dec 3: Patricia Matesic & Volunteer needed

Chalmers’ Ministry Team:
Ministers
Clerk of Session
Music Director
Office Administrator
Caretaker
Pastor
342 Pond Mills Road

All the People of Chalmers
Tom Hunter
Beth Hickey
Lizz Thibodeau
Brad Dobbie
Rev. John Bannerman
519-681-7242

www.chalmerslondon.com

Pine river cheese products/gift boxes &
frozen cookie dough are available again this
year from Top Fundraisers c/o Pat MacKay
(519-686-7539). Brochures & order forms are
available on the table in the Narthex--look for
the poster & the wooden mouse. Last date to
order is Nov. 30 with a delivery date of
Sunday, Dec. 17. Please make cheques
payable to "Chalmers Presbyterian Church" payment must accompany orders. Proceeds
to the Roof Fund.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

POP CANS FUNDRAISING:
Thank you for supporting the pop can
venture. This venture supports our Youth
Ministry. There is a Rubbermaid bin in
the narthex for the pop cans.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
BE A CHALMERS' BLOOD DONOR!

Real Faith: Are you between the ages of

To the young and healthy, it's no loss. To
the sick, it's hope. Donate blood to bring
hope to life's journey for others!

18-30? Curious about your life, faith and the
world? Keen to connect with other young
adults? Join us! Together we will explore
some of the big questions and topics that we
encounter as we seek to follow Jesus in the
world today. Real conversation, real people,
real faith. Led by Rev. Jeffrey, Rev. Mavis
and friends. To meet every 4th
Thursday of the month 8-9 pm at
Westmount Presbyterian Church.
More information by contacting
Jeffrey at 519-472-3443
minister.westmount@gmail.com or
Mavis at 519-631-2414
m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please note that the Life & Mission
insert from the bulletin is available on
the Chalmers website.
www.chalmerslondon.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~
This Christmas season, the Mission
Committee will be partnering with the
London Community Chaplaincy in a
campaign to collect undergarments,
diapers, and socks for children
through to teenagers.

When you give blood at Canadian Blood
Services, mention that you’re a ‘Partner
for Life from Chalmers’ and mention our
ID# CHAL673812.

LIBRARY NEWS

November 12 – Take the Advent
Challenge!
During the Advent season, we celebrate
God’s amazing gift— Jesus! This gift
changed the world. Inspired by God’s
overwhelming generosity, we too work to
make a difference for our sisters and brothers
across the globe. Each week of Advent,
Presbyterian World Service & Development
challenges individuals and congregations to
share the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love
with those living in some of the most
vulnerable communities in the world. In the
midst of poverty, injustice and disaster, the
Christ light shines. To help create bright
futures through the Advent Challenge, visit
WeRespond.ca/advent-challenge.
PWS&D is sharing the hope, peace, joy and
love of Christ
~~~~~~~~~~~~
For around 30 years Chalmers has
volunteered for all of the hours at the Food
Court at White Oaks Mall Salvation Army
kettle. In 2016 over 70 members of our
congregation gave selflessly of their time. We
do it knowing that the Salvation Army kettles
support the same mission that we have with
our church: Sharing the love of Christ by
being an example of service to others.
Each year the London community inspires us
with its generosity! Our kettle consistently
raises over $10,000 annually! NEW
LOCATION, now in front of the Tim Horton’s
closer to the food court. Pick up and
emergency drop off is also new at RW Men’s
Clothing.
The campaign runs November 23 to
December 23, no Sundays. 11am to 8pm.
Sign up sheets in the Narthex. Questions?
Speak to Andrew or Lizz Thibodeau.

Rare Earth
by David Bunn
A very exciting book that takes place
mainly in Africa. Rare Earth is the name
given to a group of elements found
together. They are used for many
different applications and are very
valuable. Marc Royce has been sent to
Kenya where strange things seem to be
happening. A long dormant volcano is
erupting as he flies in, and everything is
covered in a layer of ash. People are
fleeing the volcano, but other people are
also being forced off their land by greedy
entrepreneurs who suspect that that large
quantities of this rare earth is available in
these areas. It is a totally engrossing,
very exciting book that is also totally a
page turner. We get to see a side of life
that is mostly hidden from us - but we also
end up rooting for the natives who want
nothing more than to live their simple lives
in the land that they have always called
home. I dare you NOT to love this book!
Christine Hunter, Librarian

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sharing the light of Jesus
Let’s have our outside match our inside!!
Let us share our joy of Christmas and the
light of Jesus with the community. Join
the Outreach and Communication
Committee Saturday December 2nd from
9:00am to 11am to help light up the
exterior of Chalmers. We are looking for
volunteers to help decorate. The more the
merrier!
Please add your name to the “Share the
Light” sign-up sheet in the narthex or on
our website

Songs of the Season – You are invited to
a concert of songs of the Advent and Christmas
season at St. Andrew’s Westminster United
Church. Featured soloists are Julie Ludwig,
Soprano, and Jeremy Ludwig, Baritone, in
concert with the St. Andrew’s choir under the
direction of Catherine Hayden. One
performance only on Sunday, November 26 at
2:00 p.m. Cost is $20 in advance, $25 at the
door. Proceeds to Me to We Kenya School
Project and St. Andrew’s choir. For tickets
please call Susan Grieve at 519-644-1965 or
email susan.grieve@sympatico.ca or contact a
member of the St. Andrew’s choir.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Financial Report – As of October 31, 2017
INCOME:
Offerings
$179,980.98
Thanksgiving Offering
2,335.00
Rent & Other Income
9,635.43
Total Income
$191,951.41
EXPENSES:
Committee Expenses $ 6,244.65
Church Building
44,984.34
Manse
905.00
Office & General
9,804.90
Salaries
134,877.35
Presbyterians Sharing
18,475.00
Presbytery Assessment
4,729.90
Total Expenses
$220,021.14
DEFICIT

-28,069.73

~~~~~~~~~~~~
You are invited to attend a Fall into Fashion
Show hosted by the Church of the Ascension
Date: Thursday, November 23, 2017
What: Fashions by Northern Reflections
Where: Church of the Ascension, 2060
Dundas Street E, London ON
Cost: $10 includes coffee and dessert
Tickets available at Church Office 519-4517780
Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Show at 7pm
Also includes Silent Auction and Door Prizes

Please join Rev. John on Sunday Nov.26,
2:30pm to hear about the Healing and
Reconciliation Tour he took last spring
with other people from Presbyterian
congregations across Canada.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Together with the Village Opera Company of
London, Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian
Church is presenting the Christmas Opera
“Amahl and the Night Visitors” by
Giann-Carlo Menotti. The opera lasts
about 50 minutes, and tells the story of a
young crippled boy named Amahl who, with
his Mother, are visited by the Three Kings on
their way to find the Christ Child. It is a very
touching story with beautiful music.
The role of Amahl is played by two
remarkable boys, Will Cramp (Nov. 17) and
Denver Milner (Nov. 19). The Mother will be
performed by Katy Clark. The Three Kings
are Chris Fischer as Kaspar, Paul Grambo
as Melchior and Chad Louwerse as
Balthazar. The Elmwood Choir will form the
core of the chorus as a group of shepherds.
All will be accompanied by a small
professional musical ensemble.
Tickets $25/Adults $10/Students and
Children available at Tuckey Home
Hardware in Wortley Village and Attic Books
downtown, at the church office (call 519 438
3492) or at the door.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday morning hosts are required to be at
church by 9:30 to hand out the order of
worship, and they take up the offering during
the service. Each volunteer is needed 3-4
times a year. If you would like to volunteer
as a host, please speak to Cathy Spooner
cspooner@execulink.com.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Upper Room Devotionals are on their
way!

Please PRAY

 For Edith Ladd and her family as they
grieve the passing of Ron.
 For Daisy Herbert who is now residing in
the Western Counties Wing.
 For healing and strength for Jack Webster
as he continues to recover at home.
 For God to provide healing and pain relief
for Dorothy Barfoot as she deals with
health challenges.
 For God’s blessing for Shirley Bakelaar,
Ross Cole, Doris Doskas, John Gaskin,
Maureen Gaskin, Martin McHardy, Linda
McPherson, Margaret Middaugh and
Eileen Reid.
 For healing for Al, Roy Young’s brother
 For God’s healing for Cameron Williams,
Rev. John’s brother-in-law, who is
seriously ill in hospital in New Glasgow,
N.S. Cameron had a bad fall on Tuesday
and broke his pelvic bone in several places
and also broke his collarbone.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
If you would like information about becoming a
professing member of Chalmers, please
speak to Rev. John.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

Speaking of Stewardship
One of the dangers of having a lot of money is
that you may be quite satisfied with the kinds
of happiness money can give and so fail to
realize your need for God
-C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), British novelist,
poet, academic, lay theologian, broadcaster,
lecturer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Have you considered signing up for PAR
(Pre Authorized Remittance)? It’s
easy to do, makes consistent offerings simple,
and can be stopped or adjusted easily.
Offering is withdrawn directly from your bank
account monthly. Forms are available in the
narthex, or speak to Lizz in the office.

RAISE THE ROOF
FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Scottish Concert – Saturday,
November 18 – 2–4pm
Prepare yourself for an exciting afternoon of
music and entertainment. Special guests
include the Finlay Band, the Gaels, the
London Firefighter Pipe Band and Scottish
dancer Crissy Ball. A refreshment break will
be included with cookies. Tickets are $25.00
each or $10.00 for students and are available
from the church office or downstairs in the
lower hall during coffee hour.
WE NEED DONATIONS OF COOKIES. If
you are able to provide cookies for the
concert please add your name to the sheet in
the Narthex. They can be dropped off at the
church office on Friday,10am - 4pm.
FINANCIALS – The final bill for the roof has
been received. The total cost of the roof
was $104,000 which is significantly lower
than the estimated cost. Thanks be to God!
$69,065 – Funds as of October 30
$12,500 – Memorial fund
$ 2,218 – Christmas bazaar
$ 640 – Funds received November 5
$84,423 – TOTAL funds received to date
The fundraising team - Janet Bruce, Yvonne
Daniel, Bob Finlay, Pat MacKay and Brenda
Webster

