CHALMERS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Chalmers’ Spirit
January 2018
Welcome to 2018! May this year be filled
with God’s richest blessings for each one of
you and your loved ones.
Although we Canadians love to complain
about the cold weather and many other
things, I encourage you to count your
blessings this new year. Chalmers has
many things to be thankful for - our
beautiful new roof, our amazing minister,
our incredible committees, our fabulous
music programs, our working HVAC
system, and the list could fill this page.
Whether you like to make New Years’
Resolutions or whether you just like to look
at the new year as a fresh start, I encourage
you to look at your life within Chalmers as
part of the New Year. Have you been
thinking about joining a committee or
team? Have you considered singing with
one of our music groups or helping to host
before worship? Do you like to work with
computers and are willing to learn to be in
the A/V booth? Now is a great time!
And what about financial goals? I know no
one likes to talk about money, but we really
must sometimes. We raised an amazing
amount for our new roof in 2017, but we
ended the year with a very tight budget.
The great thing about being a part of a
congregation however, is that it is no one
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person’s responsibility to carry the budget.
So here’s my idea: let’s not give round
numbers this year. It seems logical to
donate $5 or $10 or $50, but what about
adding $1 or $2? It might not make a big
dent in your pocket, but if we all do it, it
could make a significant difference to the
church. Imagine if every person gave $1
extra each week. At 100 people a week,
that’s over $5000 a year! And if $1 really is
too much, what about $0.25? Perhaps
someone else can manage $3. My point is
simply that a little can make a big
difference when we all work together.
And for those on PAR, I want to encourage
you to think about this too. PAR is great for
regular givings and consistency and
reliability. But you may not realise that it’s
also super-easy to change. Want to add a
donation to the roof fund for the next six
months? Easy! Want to up your donation
by $7 a month? No problem! A simple
email is all it takes.
And if you’re not on PAR but think it might
work for you, that’s easy to do too!
The budget of Chalmers is not just to pay
for the building and the staff, it also
supports all of our amazing ministries. Let’s
pull together to help those ministries grow!
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Photos - New Members
Chalmers was pleased to welcome
six new members in December:
Georgina Carroll
Beverley Ertl
Chris & Kristine Hardy

Jules Mabondo Munge
Mary MacDonald

Above: Beverley Ertl & Mark Ransom enjoy a cup of
coffee.
Right: You might hear Jules and Jackie chatting away
in French. Jules comes from Congo where French is
one of the official languages.
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Photos

Above: Mary MacDonald
receiving her coffee from
Charles.

Right: Chris & Kristine Hardy
with their three children Jack, Grace and Paige.
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Photos - Salvation Army Kettle

We had another very
successful year at the
Kettle in White Oaks
mall. Isla got some
new snowpants for
winter and popped by
to show them off to
Joanne.
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Photos - Sharing the Light of Jesus
There’s a job for everyone
when the Outreach &
Worship committees come
together to decorate for
Christmas.

Above: Brian MacKay (on the
ladder) and his son-in-law Rod
MacLay put up lights in the
trees.
Right: Torry & Isla Thibodeau
help Karen Dutton with the
huge tree in the sanctuary.
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Youth News
DON’T MISS:
• Youth Gatherings start again in January. Watch for dates and times.
• Volleyball for Teens & Adults - January 26th, 7-8:30 pm at Supreme Courts.
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Photos - Reachout

December is a busy month for Reachout with presentations
every Sunday and every Wednesday throughout Advent.
Above: Reachout at Zion Presbyterian Church in Ridgetown
Below: Reachout at Chalmers.
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Upcoming
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Last Laugh
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