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Welcome the Little Children! 
The nursery at Chalmers has, 

for the past few years, been a 

place where parents can 

take their babies and small 

children to listen to the ser-

vice over the speaker system 

while their child plays or 

sleeps or feeds.  While this 

format works, sometimes it 

would be nice for parents to 

be able to remain in worship 

while their child is looked 

after by another caring adult. 

Bev Cameron has offered to 

be available to the nursery on 

a regular basis but we need to 

always have 2 responsible 

care-givers to meet our Lead-

ing with Care standards.  So I 

am looking for some people 

who are willing to volunteer to 

help care for these littlest of 

God’s family.  If you are will-

ing to help (teens welcome 

too!), please let me know and 

I’ll get a volunteer schedule 

made up as quickly as I can. 

A New Year! 

I know at this time of year, a lot of 

people like to make New Year’s 

Resolutions.  Sometimes this can be 

a useful tool for reaching a difficult 

goal.  This year, I would like to en-

courage you to think about a New 

Year’s Resolution that involves 

Chalmers.  

Chalmers runs with the help of 

many committees and groups.  

Many of these are struggling right 

now to find enough volunteers!  In 

some cases, volunteering a couple 

of hours a month would make a 

huge difference.  Watch the com-

ing announcements to see where 

you can help. 



Page 2 Chalmers’ Spirit 

    Photo Time! 

Around the church—in December 

A little Christmas social time after 

the December Session meeting! 
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    More Photos! 

White gift Sunday 

Celebrating the end of the Mayan Calendar (and then some carol singing)! 
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    Joy is a Song! 

The Children’s Choir, Senior Choir and Reachout Singers sharing the joy 

of Christmas throughout December! 

Helping at the Salvation Ar-

my Kettle—our dedicated 

coordinator Andrew and 

faithful volunteer Harold. 
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Grab a Book by Christine Hunter 
Library Reviews 

For the very young, we have a series of three books that each teaches a valuable lesson.    

Children learn by repetition and remember life lessons from stories.  The First Virtues animals help toddlers learn godly char-

acter.  Each book focuses on a different virtue and a different animal, which helps little ones to understand and remember what 

they've learned. 

By author Mary Manz Simon –  Bunny Loves Others 

    Kitty Shows Kindness 

    Piglet Tells the Truth. 

Children will love these books, parents will love reading them. 

 

For slightly older children who still enjoy being read to, or who enjoy reading for themselves, this is a series that I may have 

mentioned before.   The Noah’s Park Series teaches children biblical lessons like kindness, courage, and belonging to the fam-

ily of God, through the silly adventures of loveable animals. 

 By author Richard Hays -  Dreamer and the mystery of Cozy Cave 

    Camels Can’t Fly 

    Honk’s Big Adventure 

    Stretch’s Treasure Hunt. 

7 – 9 year olds will love reading these books, but will also enjoy listening to the stories as part of their bedtime routine. 

 

And for girls aged 8 – 12 who like to read stories about other girls their own age, we have two books in the series Young Wom-

en of Faith: Lily Series.   We only have two books in this series of around 14 books, but I am always prepared to add to our li-

brary if you show an interest and read these books.   Just let me know what you are enjoying and I will try to buy more of this 

type of book. 

By Nancy Rue -   Lily Robbins M.D  #2 

   It’s Dr. Lily to the rescue! After witnessing a car accident and helping a little boy who was hurt, Lily is 

   on a mission to become a “great healer” or healthcare professional, and no one’s going to stop her. 

Lily Speaks  #10 

Lily enters the big speech contest at school and learns the upsides and the downsides of competition 

 through her pain and disappointment, as well as surprise benefits, and how God helps her deal with 

 jealousy, envy, and self-doubt. 

 

I hope you enjoy these books – let me know, and I will know what books would be an interesting addition to our library shelves. 

Christine Hunter, Librarian 

You’ll see in this month’s 

newsletter that we have a 

new calendar format.  I just 

want to take a moment to 

highlight how amazing our 

calendar is! 

Each month, Joanne and I 

confer on what we “think” 

should be on the calendar 

    Team Awesome!  

and create a rough draft.  

Then it gets sent to all of the 

committee and group 

conveners for their input.  

That’s 18 people!!!  And 

amazing speed, they respond 

with any changes, corrections 

or additions that need to be 

made.  The calendar is then 

posted on the website 

(hosted by Tom Hunter), 

photocopied to be available 

at church and included in 

the newsletter. One of  my 

friends was recently 

complaining to me about 

her volunteer work.  She 

works so hard and hears 

nothing but complaints.  

“You must understand,” she 

said.  “You do a lot of 

volunteer work for your 

church.” 

Nope, I don’t understand.  I 

get to work with “Team 

Awesome!” 

Thanks everyone!!! 
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    A Word on Evangelism by Debbie Kemp 

 

Evangelism – What NOT To Do 

 

John Bowen coined a phrase “Flasher Evangelism”. Catchy phrase, isn’t it?  Imagine you 

are sitting alone in the food court and someone comes up and sits down without asking. 

Then that person asks you if you are saved. Before you can answer, the person tells you 

that if were to die today and are not saved, you could burn in hell. Then the person 

leaves. That is an example of Flasher Evangelism. John Bowen describes this approach  

as “inappropriate, violent, de-humanizing.” He describes schools of thought that the 

unsaved are the enemy to be conquered or that evangelism is a marketing campaign to 

attract converts.  

 

How did Jesus call his followers? Certainly not like this. He had conversations with 

people. He asked them questions and showed concern. In of all his interactions with 

people he showed respect for where they were. Although he did not dance around the 

truth, his love for them was never in doubt. He met their physical needs as well as fed 

them spiritually.  

 

Coming to Christ for most of us is not a single mountain-top experience, it is a process; it 

is a journey and takes time. We have learned that this journey is easiest in a community 

of faith, where we don’t have to put on false pretenses, where people accept us in spite of 

our faults and where it is OK to ask questions.  Just as we learned what God is like by 

seeing Christ, people can learn what Christ is like by being with Christians.  

 

So how do we share Christ? – First be a friend. “You have to see, like, approach and 

serve people if you want to become their spiritual friend – we need to earn the right to be 

heard” (John Bowen)  It is up to God to bring that person to Christ. Knowing that takes a 

lot of pressure off, doesn’t it? I can be a friend and trust that God will use me to help that 

person in whatever way is needed.  

 

So make more friends.                                                                                                                                                                       
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    Take Time to Smile!  



This calendar is updated throughout the month as activities are added or change.  

Please check it out!  http://www.chalmerslondon.com/church_calendar.htm 

I hope you have noticed that the calendar is a little different this month!  My father and I have long discussed that we could make 

an improvement to the calendar that we use on the webpage, but we haven’t been able to find exactly what we were looking 

for.  We spoke about the issue again over Christmas and lo and behold, he was able to find the perfect format.  Without boring 

you with all of the details, trust me that it’s a great improvement over the way we were working before! 

In the new calendar format, I have also included some colour-coding.  Blue is for Worship.  Purple is for things that don’t neces-

sarily stick to the same schedule every month.  Black is for our regularly scheduled committee meetings and groups.  And red 

is for a regularly scheduled committee meetings or groups that have had to make a change for a particular month.  So for exam-

ple, in January—both Policy & Planning and CE committees normally meet on the first Tuesday of the month, but since that is 

New Year’s Day, they have moved to other dates and I have put them in red to draw your attention to that.  I have put youth 

group and congregational breakfast, chili night and Stephen Ministry all in purple because these are groups which have a little 

more flexibility in their meeting dates.  Again, the colour is just to help draw your eye to those meetings which are less predict-

able. 

So please do have a look!  The calendar in this newsletter is the same as the one on the website and the one available at church, 

BUT if you check the one on-line, it is updated with changes on a regular basis. 

    The New Calendar  
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Last Laugh! 


