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Here Comes March! 
I can’t speak for anyone else, 

but I am certainly pleased to 

see March arrive!  February 

was just a little too busy for 

my liking and spring seems 

like it really must be getting 

closer when March is here!  

There’s still lots to do this 

month at Chalmers—movie 

night, volleyball, Soup’er 

Sunday, Tasteful Topics, Ball 

Hockey, and the next 

evening in our Health & 

Wellness Series.   

But more than activities, this 

month is also the beginning 

of Lent which encourages us 

to turn our eyes inward and 

reflect on our spiritual life.  I 

encourage you to use the 

resource available from the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada 

called Joining the Dance to be 

part of your daily walk.  This 

resource is available on the 

Chalmers website 

(www.chalmersLondon.com) 

under the Faith Formation 

menu. 

Built by FAITH,  
strengthened through WORSHIP,  

bringing HOPE to life’s journey. 

 

Volleyball 
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    Letter from the Editor by Lizz Thibodeau 

This month we held a youth retreat.  The original idea was to have a retreat for those interested 

in joining the church, but then we decided to include all of the youth because it never hurts to 

learn a little more about your faith! 

We had a great time—we spent Friday night and all day Saturday up at Brescia University 

College.  We played games, sang songs, sang a lot of songs, ate and ate and ate, and also had 

lots of discussions about our faith and what it means to be Presbyterian.  One of the discussions 

that we had involved stewardship.  Stewardship means looking after something.  As 

Presbyterians we talk about stewardship of our money, our time and our talents all to the glory 

of God.  So we talked about money.  Presbyterians don’t like to do that, but we did.  We talked 

about the price of a movie and we kind of compared going to a movie (understanding that it 

costs a lot because of all the overhead) with making an offering at church (we also have 

overhead, but we want to do more than just provide worship services.  We also need money to 

help others and do mission).  But that’s where the comparison ended, because most of the time, 

going to a movie is about forgetting reality.  We go to watch people we don’t know in make-

believe situations.  They give false hope that the guy always gets the girl, violence only affects 

bad people and there’s nothing wrong with gratuitous sex!  But when we go to church, we are 

worshipping the one who gives real hope.  We are surrounded by people who love us for who 

we really are and we learn about ways to make a difference in the real, flawed world.  And at 

church, the snacks are free!   

But then, since so many people hate to talk about money with the church, and prefer instead to 

talk about stewardship of time and talents, we did that too.  If we take seriously the tithe that the 

Bible talks about (10% of your income), what does that look like with your time?  How much is 

10%?  There are 168 hours in a week, but if we sleep 8 hours a night, that leaves 112 waking 

hours in your week.  That would be 11 hours of your week, fully dedicated to God.  What could 

you do with those 11 hours?  Only a little over 1 is spent at Sunday worship.  Still 10 hours left!  

Sing with the choir, join a committee, volunteer for the Care & Share.  You could do all three and 

still have about 3 hours left. 

But that’s not really the right way to think of it.  That’s just an illustration.  God doesn’t want 10% 

of your life—He wants it all.  He wants everything we do to be to His glory—our job, our family 

time, our personal time, the way we treat others at the grocery store, everything!  But maybe 

within that, we could make an effort to dedicate a little more time to the work of His church.  Do 

you have an hour or two to give each month?  Which committee speaks to your passion?  Would 

you prefer to work with Care & Share?  Could you visit shut-ins for Pastoral Care?  Can you knit 

for the Knitting Circle?  What about singing with the Senior Choir?  There are so many ways to 

be involved.  God calls us to give our money, time AND talents to further His work here on earth.  

One way to do that is through Chalmers. 



Page 3 Chalmers’ Spirit 

Photos 

Left: the youth gathered at Brescia 

College for a retreat. 

Below: the Chili Night! 
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Photos 

Left: the winner of this year’s Chili 

Night—Greg Stevenson! 
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Acts 16:5 Initiative 

The Acts 16:5 Initiative offers leadership, counsel, and encouragement to a significant number of 

congregations to engage in a deliberate process of congregational transformation. Regardless of 

size, whether a congregation is presently a dynamic, vigorous fellowship or is struggling to sustain 

its present level of vitality, every congregation may use the Acts 16:5 Initiative as a means of consid-

ering present and future ministry and of moving by God’s grace into a new chapter of life and minis-

try. 

Ministers and small teams of 3–6 people from congregations are invited for a day of education, con-

versation, and practical approaches to strengthen ministry in communal and missional ways. 

Bonus: Should there be enough interest after the workshop, Dr. Ott will partner with sessions inter-

ested in considering a two year commitment of mentoring, instruction, encouragement, reflection 

and action with clusters of other congregations through semi-annual training and communication. 

Stanley Ott’s passion is the transformation of the mainline church. Stan teaches the principles of 

congregational vitality, transformation, missional endeavor, and leadership. His impact reaches 

thousands of folks throughout US, Canada and around the world through the Acts 16:5 Initiative, his 

published writing and his teaching engagements. 

As pastor, Stan has over thirty years of first-hand knowledge of 

the hard work and challenges that lead to the blessings of being 

a transformational congregation that moves to new vitality. 

Publications include, Twelve Dynamic Shifts for Transforming 

Your Church, Transform Your Church with Ministry Teams, The 

Vibrant Church: A People Building Plan for Congregational 

Health, The Joy of Discipling: Friend with Friend and Heart with 

Heart, Vision for a Vital Church, and Small Group Life. 

 

You can register on-line at www.ChalmersLondon.com 
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Grab a Book by Christine Hunter 

Hello again friends, here I am with another 4 books from our library – all for 

young readers, or for parents to read to their young children.   Two stories 

are from the Old Testament and two are from the New Testament.   They are 

wonderful stories told and illustrated in a way that pull children into the enjoyment of the miracles 

that we read about all through the Bible.   These books are all written by Marilyn Lashbrook, and can 

be found on the reading table in the library.   Check them out, then read and enjoy! 

The Wall that did not Fall  

Rahab lived in a house on the walls of Jericho.   She helped two spies from Joshua’s army escape from 

the army that was defending Jericho.   Then comes the part of the story we all remember, how Joshua 

and his mighty army marched around the city of Jericho, just as God had asked them to do  …………. 

and I’m sure you know what happened next.   Why not make sure your little ones know this story too? 

Don’t Stop… Fill Every Pot  

There was a widow who had two sons.   Her husband had died owing money to a man.  One day the 

man appeared at her door demanding the money he was owed, or he would take the widow’s two 

sons.  The woman was distraught.  She had no money, nothing she could sell, not even any food 

…….except for a little oil.   She spoke to Elisha, a prophet and Elisha asked her to go to all her neigh-

bours and collect as many jars as they could find.   Not just some neighbours, not just some jars, all 

her neighbours, all their jars.    Well I think you should read the rest of the story in this wonderful lit-

tle book.   It is a story of faith, miracles and obedience. 

God’s Happy Helpers 

Tabitha met Jesus.  She came to know Him, love Him and follow Him.   Each of us has a talent that we 

can use in God’s work.  Read what all those talents can be.   Tabitha (also known as Dorcas) was a la-

dy who could sew, and she was also very kind.   She sewed clothes, and visited people who were 

lonely or sick.   But one day Tabitha falls ill herself, and she dies!   End of story ………. Oh no!   Read 

this lovely book and find out what Peter does next. 

Sowing and Growing 

This is, of course, the story of the farmer who sows some seed – and what happens to the seed, but 

did you know that the seeds made interesting sounds as they popped out of their casings and started 

to sprout.   I loved the pickety peck, poppity pop and stritchity scratch sounds of the seeds doing 

what seeds need to do to grow into plants!  There are also actions in this story for your little ones to 

tell you which part of their body they use to sing and talk with, what part of their body they use to lis-

ten with ….. and lots more! 

Christine Hunter, Librarian 
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Movie Night 

Last month, on a very cold evening in February, a small group of us gathered to watch The Mission, staring 

Robert De Niro.  If you missed this movie, you should get it and watch it at home!  It was THAT good.  We 

gathered in the upper hall and enjoyed popcorn and drinks while watching. 

Then at the youth retreat, we watched Luther staring Joseph Fiennes.  Another fabulous movie!  (Even better 

with Amy Kemp’s introduction!) And 

another one that I would strongly 

recommend everyone watching!  

So although I’m not interested in 

baseball, I’m going to bet that Jackie 

Robinson: 42 is going to be another 

winner.  This is the true story of 

baseball player Jackie Robinson and 

his integration into the Major Leagues 

in 1947. 
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Youth News 

Canada Youth is being held at Brock University from July 7th to 12th, 2014.  The cost (including all meals and 

accommodations) is $535.  Several of our youth have already fundraised a large portion of that amount 

through selling Mint Smoothies and helping at the January Soup’er Sunday.   

There is also funding available from Chalmers and from the London Presbytery.  If you would like to apply for 

this funding, please fill out the application forms which I will email to you.  The applications to Chalmers will 

be reviewed by Session.  The applications to London Presbytery with be reviewed by the London Presbytery 

Youth Ministry Team.  All monies will be disbursed in June. 

Don’t Miss: 

 Movie Night “42: Jackie Robinson” - Friday, March 14th @ 7pm 

 Volleyball—Friday, March 21st @ 7pm at White Oaks School 

 Soup’er Sunday—March 30th @ 11:30am 

 Canada Youth 2014—July 7-12th, 2014 

Soup’er Sunday 

The Soup’er Sunday in January was lots of fun and a good fundraiser.  Joanne Dickert has once again agreed 

to organize another of these fabulous lunches for Sunday, March 30th at 11:30am.  If you are considering 

going to Canada Youth, please help out with clean-up and dishwashing and you can earn some money 

towards your trip. 

Funding for Canada Youth 

The Teens & Twenties led 

worship at Meadowpark 

on Sunday, February 9th, 

2014.   



http://www.chalmerslondon.com/church_calendar.htm 
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Last Laugh! 


