WE APPROACH GOD
Musical Prelude

A time to be still and know the presence of God

 Praise:

Hope is a star (119)

Sermon:

Professing the Faith

Silent Prayer
Call to Worship

PWS&D Insert

Prayers of Adoration and Confession
Declaration of Pardon
The Peace

 Praise:

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Great is Thy faithfulness
324
(The church school children and staff depart.)

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
Psalm 80:1-7

One: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you, who lead Joseph like a flock!
All:
You, who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might, and come to save us!
One: Restore us, O God;
All:
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
One: O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
All:
You have fed them with the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbours;
our enemies laugh among themselves.
One: Restore us, O God of hosts;
All:
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Choir Anthem:

Like Gentle Rain / K. Lee Scott

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9

One:
All:

A Time for Reflection
Chalmers’ Life and Mission
The Offering of Our Gifts

We are God’s people

472 (2&3)

Offering prayer
God of grace and glory, we praise you for your faithfulness. Inspire us to
be faithful in our living and our giving as we begin the season of Advent
and as we profess our faith with our words and our actions.
 Praise:

Come, Emmanuel
(The church school children and staff return.)

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture reading:

WE RESPOND TO GOD

Celebrating with the Children and The Lord’s Prayer
Affirmation of Baptism: A Public Profession of Faith
The Presentation
The Questions to the new professing members
 The Questions to the congregational members and adherents:
Do you reaffirm your faith in God your Creator, in Jesus Christ your
Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit your Teacher and Advocate? I do.
Do you accept these people as your sisters and brothers in the Lord? I do.
Will you be faithful in supporting them, in loving them, and in working with
them to serve God and neighbour? I will.
 The Apostles’ Creed
Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Blessing
The Right Hand of Fellowship

539

 Praise:

574

With the Lord as my guide

I Corinthians 1:3-9

Commissioning and Benediction

Mark 13:32-37

Choral Amen
Musical Postlude

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

 This symbol is used to invite people to stand. All songs and responses will be projected on the screens.

CHALMERS’ LIFE & MISSION
We welcome you to worship at Chalmers. If you are a guest, visitor or newcomer to Chalmers
we reach out to you with hospitality and friendship in Jesus’ name. Please take a moment to
fill in a guest card—available in the pew holder or from the welcome table. Completed cards
may be placed in the offering plate, in the designated box on the welcome table, or given to
Rev. John.

Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Worship Celebration
First Sunday of Advent
December 3rd, 2017—10:00 am

There will be a time of refreshments and fellowship in the lower hall. The striped mugs at
coffee hour are for visitors. Please help our visitors feel welcome.

Today we welcome new members: Georgina Carroll, Beverley Ertl, Chris & Kristine Hardy,
Jules Mabondo and Mary MacDonald.

AT A GLANCE: December 3 – 10

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

Worship: Advent 1 – 10am
Reachout in Ridgetown 10:30amLibrary Open – 11:15am
Coffee Fellowship - 11:15am
Junior Choir - 11:30am

Monday-Thursday 9-3
Friday 10-4

MONDAY

Romans’ Study – 7pm

TUESDAY

Pastoral Care - 9:30am
Care & Share - 1pm
Seniors’ Fitness – 1pm
CE & Faith Development - 7pm
Human Resources - 6pm
Policy & Planning - 7:30pm

TODAY’S HOSTS:

SUNDAY

W EDNESDAY Knitting Circle – 1:30pm
Reachout at McGarrell Place - 7pm

UPCOMING DATES:
Dec 22: Carol Singing to shut ins
Dec 26: Hockey in Dorchester

Yvonne Daniel & Helen Innes
Amy Kemp & Jackie Bannerman
Holly Williams & Host needed

NEXT SUNDAY’S HOSTS:
Pat & Brian MacKay
Nathan Lewis & Winter Hales
Janice Hull & Jodi Lewis

THURSDAY

Choir - 6:30pm

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP SERVERS:

FRIDAY

Seniors’ Fitness – 9am
Seniors’ Euchre – 1pm
Stephen Ministry party - 6pm

Dec 3: Cathy & Charles McCartney
Dec 10: Marilyn & Dave McFadden
Dec 17: Marg Ward & Holly Williams
Dec 24: No Coffee time

SATURDAY

Vocal Recital - 7pm

SUNDAY

Worship: Advent 2 – 10am
Library Open – 11:15am
Coffee Fellowship - 11:15am
Junior Choir - 11:30am
Stephen Ministry - 7pm

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS:
Dec 3: Patricia Matesic & Jane Vannus
Dec 10: Leslee Johnston & Joycie Nathaniel
Dec 17: Patricia Matesic & Dan Duffin
Dec 24: Heather deHoog & Cathy Spooner

Chalmers’ Ministry Team:
Ministers
Clerk of Session
Music Director
Office Administrator
Caretaker
Pastor
342 Pond Mills Road

All the People of Chalmers
Tom Hunter
Beth Hickey
Lizz Thibodeau
Brad Dobbie
Rev. John Bannerman
519-681-7242

www.chalmerslondon.com

December 3 – Combating racism in Japan
Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support David
McIntosh, co-director of the Centre for
Minority Issues and Mission in Tokyo, which
was established as a Christian response to a
surge in racist activity in Japan. Hate speech
in public places and abusive language via
internet primarily targets people of Korean
and Chinese heritage in Japan, but also other
minority groups. The Centre is an ecumenical
initiative led by PCC mission partner the
Korean Christian Church in Japan, in
collaboration with other Japanese churches,
Christian organizations and international
church partners. David and his co-director,
Rev. KIM Shinya, work with partners to
combat racism and urge the government to
improve legal and administrative supports for
vulnerable minorities. The Centre plans
events that bring youth together to learn and
think about the world through the eyes and
stories of the vulnerable, and to pray and
listen for God’s call.
Presbyterians Sharing walks with vulnerable
people

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LIBRARY NEWS
Big Sky Dreams Trilogy
by Lori Wick
Cassidy - Book 1
Cassidy is a seamstress by trade who arrives
in Token Creek and sets herself up in a little
business keepin ght efolks of Token Creek in
hand-made garments. She is good at her
trade and soon needs some help to keep up
with the work. Jeanette, an older lady who
has lived in this little town all her life helps out
in the store. Of course Cassidy has a past
that continues to haunt her! Read about it
and enjoy sharing life in this pioneer town.
Christine Hunter, Librarian

Financial Report – As of October 31, 2017
INCOME:
Offerings
$179,980.98
Thanksgiving Offering
2,335.00
Rent & Other Income
9,635.43
Total Income
$191,951.41
EXPENSES:
Committee Expenses $ 6,244.65
Church Building
44,984.34
Manse
905.00
Office & General
9,804.90
Salaries
134,877.35
Presbyterians Sharing
18,475.00
Presbytery Assessment
4,729.90
Total Expenses
$220,021.14
DEFICIT

-28,069.73
~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Soup’er Sunday last week raised $470.30
for the general fund. Thanks to everyone who
brought soup and to everyone who enjoyed the
soup!
~~~~~~~~~~~~
For around 30 years Chalmers has volunteered
for all of the hours at the Food Court at White
Oaks Mall Salvation Army kettle. If you
can help this year, please sign up in the narthex.
Pick up and emergency drop off is at RW&Co.
The campaign runs until Dec. 23, no Sundays.
11am - 8pm. Questions? Speak to Andrew or
Lizz Thibodeau.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Christmas special offering will be divided
between Almanarah Presbyterian Church
London and PWS&D for the Guatemala Mission
Trip Partners.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
The women of New St James invite you to their
Advent by Candlelight Service on Mon., Dec. 4
at 7:30 pm. This very special evening for women
will prepare us for the Advent and Christmas
seasons in a very meaningful and inspirational
way with a special time of music and worship.

Please PRAY

 For Daisy Herbert who is now residing in
the Western Counties Wing.
 For healing and strength for Jack Webster
as he continues to recover at home.
 For God to provide healing and pain relief
for Dorothy Barfoot as she deals with health
challenges.
 For God’s blessing for Shirley Bakelaar,
Ross Cole, Doris Doskas, John Gaskin,
Maureen Gaskin, Martin McHardy, Linda
McPherson, Margaret Middaugh and Eileen
Reid.
 For healing for Al, Roy Young’s brother
~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Mission Committee is asking for children’s
undergarments this year in support of the
London Community Chaplaincy. We are
looking for anything from diapers of all sizes,
boys and girls underwear, undershirts, long
johns, socks, tights, and anything else of this
nature. Please place your donations in the
large box in the narthex.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

Speaking of Stewardship
I believe that if children fall in love with wildlife,
they will grow up wanting to protect it.
-Imogen Taylor, British children’s author and
illustrator
~~~~~~~~~~~~
On December 17th & 24th, come to worship 10
minutes early to enjoy singing some Christmas
carols before the service.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gather at the church at 6:30pm on Friday,
December 22nd to go caroling at the homes of
some of Chalmers’ shut ins or bereaved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Enjoy an evening of music with Rachel Loerts
& Dominic Florence on Sat., Dec. 9th at 7pm
here at Chalmers. Admission by donation.

RAISE THE ROOF
FUNDRAISING UPDATE
ROBBIE BURNS DINNER & CONERT –
Thursday, January 18
Watch the bulletin for further information on this
fundraising event.
FINANCIALS – The final bill for the roof has been
received. The total cost of the roof was
$104,000 which is significantly lower than the
estimated cost. Thanks be to God!
$86,863 – Funds as of November 19
$
35 – Funds received November 26
$86,898 – TOTAL funds received to date
MINT SMOOTHIES ARE NOW FOR SALE $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00
The fundraising team - Janet Bruce, Yvonne
Daniel, Bob Finlay, Pat MacKay and Brenda
Webster
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Good morning! Many thanks for your cheese
orders in support of the roof fund. Cheese will be
available for pick-up in the lower hall on Sunday,
Dec. 17. Blessings, Pat MacKay
~~~~~~~~~~~~
If you play an instrument, why not join our
Christmas Eve Orchestra! The rehearsal
schedule is flexible, the music is familiar and it’s
such a wonderful addition to the Christmas Eve
7pm service. If you are interested, please
contact Beth Hickey.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

Choir Anthem - Like Gentle Rain
Righteousness and peace shall come to all the
world around; violence shall fade away, and hope
and joy abound.
The Lord shall come like gentle rain to water all
the fields again; as showers on the fresh mown
grass, to water all the earth.
God has heard the needy cry and comes to offer
aid; let us bow to worship him, who everything
has made.
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